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Epidemic of Influenza in Nagasaki Prefecture (1998)

Tatsuo UEDA, Yuji MIGITA, Makoto KUWAZUKA, Hidetaro NOGUCHI
and Fumitoshi HIRAYAMA

Before the influenza season(1998/99), for the influenza HA antigen of three strains,
A/Beijing/262/95(H1N1), A/Sydney/5/97(H3N2) and B/Harbin/7/94, we have investigated the
influenza HI antibodies titer in the sera derived from the total residents of two hundreds thirty-seven
divided into nine age group in Nagasaki city. In the both age group of four and under, and forty and
over, the antibody positives rate in their sera for each and all antigen tend to be low.

The epidemic of influenza during the 1998/99 season in Nagasaki, resulted from investigation of
isolation and identification for influenza virus, was a mixed one due to two types A(H3N2) and B, that
by type A(H3N2) had preceded earlier than by type B. Its characteristic features was the strains of
virus type A(H3NZ2) were isolated equally from all age group other than that of type B were from
particularly the age of fourteen and under.

In residents isolated the influenza viruses, the three symptoms, under airway inflammation
(bronchitis and pneumonia), headache and symptoms of whole bodies, appeared above 80% in the age
group twenty and over other than comparatively low rate in the age group nineteen and under.
Specially, the age group between five and nineteen had low appearance in under airway inflammation.
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